
In Loving Memory Of Edward "Eddy" Vaira

Born Pauline (Bertino) and Aldo Vaira
February 19, 1931 ~ Miles City, Montana

Passed Away Peacefully
May 5, 2025 ~ Sidney, Montana

Funeral Services
Tuesday, May 13, 2025 at 10:00 am

Pella Lutheran Church ~ Sidney, Montana 

Officiating
Pastor Barb Haugerud     Pastor Tim Tharp

Casketbearers
Travis Vaira     Dennis Hogan     Rusty Vaira
Brady Vaira     Quentin Vaira     Rocky Vaira

Honorary Casketbearers
All of Eddy's Family and Friends

Ushers
David Vaira     Wade Whiteman

Music
"Old Rugged Cross"     "I Love to Tell The Story"

"I'll Fly Away" ~ Accordions
"What a Friend We Have In Jesus"

"Battle Hymn of the Republic"
Synneva Meldahl ~ Accompanist

Final Resting Place
Sidney Cemetery ~ Sidney, Montana 

Arrangements By
Fulkerson Stevenson Funeral Home ~ Sidney, Montana 

Final Harvest
He was bound to the land from the day of his birth

His roots anchored deep in the fertile earth
Nurtured, sustained, by the soil he grew

And his life, like his furrows, ran straight and true.

In faith, each spring, he planted the seeds
In hope, to reap his family’s needs

With patience, he waited, for the harvest to come
To gather the fruits of his labor home.

Ever turning the seasons, the years sped past
'Til the final harvest came at last

Then, claimed anew, by beloved sod
He was gathered home to be with God.

In Loving Memory of

Edward "Eddy" Vaira
February 19, 1931 - May 5, 2025



Edward “Eddy” Vaira, 94, passed away 
peacefully at home in Sidney, Montana, on May 
5, 2025. 

Born on February 19, 1931, in Miles City, 
Montana, to Aldo and Pauline (Bertino) Vaira, 
he was the youngest of seven brothers. He 
grew up in the “Spring Lake” area north of 
Lambert, attending the one-room Petrik School 
through eighth grade and graduating from 
Sidney High School. As a boy, he had many 
adventures with his older brothers farming and 
raising sheep. Eddy often shared stories of 
herding sheep with his brothers near the 
Redwater River, spending long stretches living 
in a sheep wagon—an experience that shaped 
the quiet resilience he carried throughout his 
life.

In 1951, Eddy enlisted in the U.S. Army as a 
Combat Engineer. After completing Airborne 
School at Fort Benning, Georgia, he joined the 
187th Airborne Regimental Combat Team 
"Rakkasans" at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He 
deployed and served honorably with the 11th 
Airborne Division during the Korean War—
service he remained deeply proud of 
throughout his life.

After his military service, Eddy returned to 
Lambert, Montana, to farm alongside his father 
and brothers. On December 23, 1957, he 
married Susie Whiteman. Together, they built a 
life rooted in hard work and love on their farm 
and ranch near Lambert, where they raised 
cattle, cultivated crops, and lovingly raised their 
nine children. 

Alongside Susie, he never missed a chance to 
support their children — attending countless 
sporting events and rodeos, always a proud and 
steady presence in the stands. His faith in God 
was clearly evident with his family filling an 
entire pew each Sunday at Pella Lutheran 
Church. Eddy was known for his ever-present 
smile, cheerful spirit, and wonderful laugh. He 
was a tireless worker, a man of unwavering 
integrity, and a devoted father. His strong work 
ethic set the standard for his family, and he led 
by example every day. Whether he was 
farming, fixing fences, picking rocks, or working 
cattle, he approached every task with 
determination, grit and purpose.

Eddy was the rock of his family—a devoted 
husband, father, grandfather, and friend. His 
love was steadfast, and unwavering. In his later 
years, he found great joy in traveling and 
spending time with his children and 

spending time with his children and 
grandchildren, whether in Montana or at 
military installations around the world. With his 
dear friend and caregiver, Violet Tharp, he 
shared many memorable adventures to places 
such as Germany, Florida, Italy, Spain, Hawaii, 
and New York City, as well as cherished visits 
with her 17 grandchildren.

Eddy is survived by his nine children: Tammy 
(Dennis) Hogan, Travis (Annette) Vaira, Twyla 
(Troy) Donohue, Rusty (Becky) Vaira, Brady 
(Lisa) Vaira, Rocky (Shayla) Vaira, Quentin 
(Melissa) Vaira, Katrina (Casey) Danelson, and 
Leandra (Nick) Gebhardt; 26 grandchildren and 
9 great-grandchildren; and many beloved 
extended family members. He was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife, Susie; his infant 
grandson, Bryan Hogan; his infant 
granddaughter, Lucy Vaira; and his six 
brothers. 


